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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

September 20, 1886 


Sir, 


I regret to report that the Bars from the Chicago S. and R. Co., received on the 17th Sept., 
are dirty and porous, and every cut made in them, to obtain samples for assay, displayed their 
inferior character. They hold water to some extent, so that their loss in melting would appear to 
be serious, and one of the bars was short of the weight called for by 4 4 oz. Since some of the 
bars are deficient in the weight marked in the invoice, and some are much below their alleged 
fineness, and since all are liable to hold variable quantities of water, we would prefer not 
receiving them, to avoid disputations on their legitimate weight and fineness, which cannot be 
accurately known before melting. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. D.M. Fox, 
Superintendent. 


[Noted in margins: ] 
The within bars were paid for before the receipt of this letter. 
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